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THE UU COMMUNITY IN THE PHILIPPINES

The Rev. Toribio SabandijaQuimada founded the Universalist Church of

the Philippines in 1954. Born into a Roman Catholic family of 13 children, Rev. Quimada,
reading the Bible as a young adult, became discouraged and switched to Protestant
Sunday school. Geographically isolated on Negros Island however, he turned to an
international church directory, sought out the term “universal” and fortuitiously found
the Universalist Church of Gloucester, Massachusetts, the oldest Universalist church in the
United States.

The Gloucester congregation connected him with the Universalist Service Committee,
which sent material to him which he incorporated into his Christian education program,
much to the consternation of the Iglesia Universal, which expelled him 1954.

In response, he founded the Universalist Church of the Philippines (UCP) and several
hundred members of his former congregations joined him. In 1984, Rev. Quimada
received the prestigious Albert Schweitzer Award for Distinguished Service to the Cause of
Liberal Religion. In 1988, the UUA officially accepted the UUCP into membership.
Tragically, Rev. Quimada was murdered and the church records, hymn books and
worship materials were destroyed which he was trying to protect them.

The church continued under the leadership of Rev. Quimada's daughter, the Rev. Rebecca
Quimada-Sienes, who was the first Filipino UU to study and complete a theological

degree (Meadville Lombard Theological School) in the United States. Rev. Quimada-
Sienes takes pride in mentoring women clergy, teaching feminism continuing her father's
human rights work and has been at the forefront of LGBT rights, including offering
programs at national UU youth conferences, a mass LGBTQ wedding at Makati City Hall
(the Philippines’s financial center) and is an annual presence in the Metro Manila Pride
March.

The headquarters of today's UU Church of the Philippines (UUCP) is located near

the Dumaguete City center. Most of the churchgoers arrive by motorcycle. The average
weekly attendance is a few dozen. Sienes, one of the members, is a fourth generation
congregant! The UUCP has put out progressive social messages in support of, inter

alia, LGBTQ people and causes, offering a counternarrative to the conservative
dominance of the Catholic and fundamentalist Christian churches. Its theology is strongly
Universalist, progressive, and Christian and has adopted the Eight Principle, the Seven
Principles of the UUA with the addition of its own First Principle: “There is God. God is
love.” In 2019, the UU General Assembly in the Philippines elected Rev. Maria “Tet”
Gallardo, who is openly LGBTQ, as its leader.
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