
 

 

The Unitarian Society of Hartford began as The Hartford Unitarian Association in 

1830.    In1844 the First Unitarian Congregational Society of Hartford was 

founded at the home of Charles Olmsted.   The first minister, Joseph Harrington, 

served between 1846 and 1850.  In 1857 the Society suspended services.   There was 

a resurgence of the Society in the 1870s and in 1894, a branch of the Women’s 

Alliance (later the Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation) is formed at the 

Society.   In 1895, the Society formalized ties with the American Unitarian 

Association.  In 1906, Jabez Sunderland, a renown theologian, known for his work 

with the British and Foreign Unitarian Association, became minister and served till 

1911, returning to India and became an advocate for its independence.   

In 1921, the Society purchased land on Pearl Street, where the Pearl Street 

Meeting House was built.  In 1943, the Women’s International League for Peace 

and Freedom established a Peace Center at the Meeting House.  In 1958, the 

Society, with vastly increasing attendance, voted to move to a location out of 

downtown Hartford. 

In 1959, the American Unitarian Association and the Universalist Church of 

America merge.  In 1961, the Greater Hartford Council of Churches adopted a 

statement of purpose which excluded Unitarians, Universalists and Quakers. 

TheSociety purchased six acres for $50,000 at the corner of Bloomfield and Albany. 

Victor Lundy is chosen to design the new Meeting House.  In 1964, the Bloomfield 

Avenue Meeting House was dedicated.  

 

In 1971, women first served as ushers for Sunday services.  In 1991, a Memorial 

Garden, south of the Meeting House, was established. 

In 2003, the forty-second General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association was held in Boston and attended by over forty Society members and 

youth. The Society became a member of the Greater Hartford Interfaith Coalition 

for Equity and Justice.The Society also voted to become a Welcoming 

Congregation and holds a joint celebration  with the Universalist Church of West 

Hartford and the Unitarian Universalist Society: East of Manchester. 

The Reverend Robert Janis was hired as Minister and is currently serving.  
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