
 

 

Contribution of „Unitarier Religionsgemeinschaft freien Glaubens KdöR“ 

Our organisation is spread over Germany with about 350 members in 9 communities. We stand for religious 

self-responsibility with a democratic constitution and all members can bring in their religious ideas and 

participate in the development of common statements of faith. 

Our foundation lies in Unitarianism, liberal religious beliefs and the conviction that individuals should use 

critical thinking and personal judgement without being bound to any dogma. 

Our orgaisation also is a fellowship of laypeople. 

 

 

Explanation to the photos: 

The photos were taken during one of our 

Germany-wide meetings in Cologne in 

June 2022, where we celebrated a water 

communion. Everyone brought water 

from a place that is special to them. This 

water was collected in a large singing 

bowl, which was then poured into the 

Rhine as a symbol that we - like the water 

- are part of a great unity. Our water was 

accompanied by flower petals which held 

heartfelt wishes. 

 

 

History: Unitarism in Germany 

After the Grand Duchy of Hesse introduced the church tax in 1875, over four thousand Protestant Christians 

in Rheinhessen left the Protestant state church, joined together in independent congregations and founded 

the Free Protestant Community in 1876. Under the influence of the preacher Christian Elßner, who had 

previously worked as a free-religious pastor, the Free Protestants developed a liberal doctrine of faith 

characterised by the Enlightenment over the following decades. They increasingly distanced themselves from 

traditional Christianity and moved closer to the free religious communities. 



 

 

The community was strongly characterised by the work of Rudolf Walbaum. Walbaum, a former Protestant 

pastor, worked as a Free Protestant pastor in Rheinhessen for almost forty years from 1909 until his death in 

1948. He made his first contacts with British and American Unitarians at international congresses in the years 

before the First World War. 

Particularly at the congress of the International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF) in Berlin in 1910, at 

which he himself appeared as a speaker, he noted a broad agreement in beliefs with American Unitarians 

and has since labelled his own beliefs as Unitarianism.  For the Free Protestants, he introduced the byname 

German Unitarians in addition to the main name, Free Protestants. 

Walbaum found a like-minded person in Clemens Taesler, the pastor of the Free Protestant congregation in 

Frankfurt am Main. Together they founded the German Unitarian Association in 1927, but it was banned in 

1933. The Unitarian Free Religious Community emerged from Taesler's Frankfurt congregation after the 

Second World War. 

When the Nazi regime collapsed in the spring of 1945, Walbaum decided to expand the community of Free 

Protestants beyond Rheinhessen. In this way, he wanted to create a spiritual home for people who had been 

uprooted internally and were distanced from the Christian faiths. In the following years, over three thousand 

new members in various parts of Germany joined together to form congregations that called themselves 

German Unitarians. The new name German Unitarian Religious Community was registered with the Worms 

District Court in 1950, whereby the individual congregations were free to use the suffix Free Protestants in 

their names. 

After Walbaum's death in 1948, fierce disputes broke out within the religious community.  Initially, disputes 

arose between the original congregations in Rheinhessen, on the one hand, and the newly founded 

congregations on the right bank of the Rhine on the other. There were differences of opinion between the 

more traditional Rhine-Hessian congregations and the newly founded congregations, most of which 

considered themselves to be non-Christian, about the ideological orientation of the community. In particular, 

they argued about the relationship to Christian tradition. 

At a general assembly in Eppelsheim in 1948, these differences were bridged once again (‘Eppelsheim 

Formula’), but in 1954 the original congregations separated from the German Unitarians and founded their 

own association, which is now called the Freie Religionsgemeinschaft Alzey - Humanistische Gemeinschaft 

Freier Protestanten. 

After the original congregations left, the German Unitarians continued to argue over content and 

organisation. The dispute now centred primarily on the question of nationalist ideas within the community. 



 

 

In the 1980s, the nationalist wing finally split off and founded the Bund deutscher Unitarier - 

Religionsgemeinschaft europäischer Geistes in 1989. 

Parallel to these disputes, a gradual expansion and intensification of the community's external contacts took 

place from the 1960s onwards. This resulted in closer co-operation with other liberal religious communities 

and free-spirited groups at home and abroad. 

In 2015, the community changed its name to ‘Unitarians - Religious Community of Free Faith’. It is a member 

of the International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF), the Dachverband Freier 

Weltanschauungsgemeinschaften (DFW) and, through its membership of the Dachverband Freier 

Weltanschauungsgemeinschaften (DFW), the International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU) and the 

European Humanist Federation (EHF). 

This text was originally written by Christian Langenbach and revised by various people. 

Adapted translation with DeepL.com (free version) 

 

 


